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Website: http://www.risd.edu/

The Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) is located in Providence, Rhode Island. The fine arts and design
college was founded in 1877 with funds left over from a fundraising event put on by the Centennial
Women. The school is located right next to Brown University at the foot of College Hill. Brown University
often collaborates with the Rhode Island School of Design, and they even offer joint classes. The Rhode
Island School of Design usually has about 1,920 undergraduates and 370 graduate students from the
United States and 44 other countries.

RISD is considered the best fine arts college in the country, accepting only 35% of applying students. The
application process for the Rhode Island School of Design is rigorous with applying students having to
take the infamous home test. The home test requires students to complete three drawings with a
graphite pencil, including the bicycle drawing. The bicycle is incorporated into this drawing in many ways
with some applicants taking a realistic approach while others portray it abstractly. Additionally,
applications also need to submit a portfolio of their work for review.

The Rhode Island School of Design offers 16 undergraduate majors as well as 17 graduate majors.
Additionally, the RISD offers a number of concentrations, which are the equivalent of minors at other
schools. RISD also has a six week course for high school students to see what studying at the school
would be like. The degrees offered include architecture, photography, illustration, graphic design,
apparel design, furniture design, and ceramics.

RISD is dedicated to educating both its students and the public about art and to increase their
appreciation of art. The school’s teaching philosophy rests on the idea that regardless of what degree
they are pursuing, students need to start with a firm foundation in the fine arts. From there, they can
build upon these basic skills and specialize in the field of their choice. Even though it is an art school,
RISD believes in giving it students in a holistic education. It knows that students will not always spend
their lives doing what they earned a degree in, so RISD wants students to be able to excel in whatever
careers they eventually pursue.

With a rigorous curriculum, the school is known for producing some of the world’s finest artists,
architects, and designers. Famous Rhode Island School of Design alumni include movie trailer creator
Tony Seiniger, architects Jim Childress and Anthony Belluschi, and children’s book illustrator Chris Van
Allsburg.



RISD’s museum houses more than 80,000 works of art. The gallery first opened its doors to the public in
1893. The museum’s impressive collection includes works of art from a variety of time periods from
ancient art and artifacts to contemporary pieces. Some of the exhibits the museum has held include Van
Gogh, Japanese prints, and work by RISD’s faculty.

As the finest art school in the country, the Rhode Island School of Design is a competitive school that
continually challenges its students to grow and learn. Its strong academics and dedication to its mission
has earned it an excellent reputation.



